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out all the worst qualities in Turk and Arab, Armenian and
Assyrian. Few people know better than the writer how
annoying those latter types can be, but they can respect
and serve a Government that knows its own mind. It is
because of this evil spirit that we have ourselves evoked
that some now clamour for the complete evacuation of
Mesopotamia.

This is a claim to which in honour we cannot yield. Even
apart from the guardianship that we have definitely accepted
under treaty, we have contracted a moral obligation that
it is impossible for us to disown. We did not make war on
the inhabitants of Mesopotamia; we came to free them from
the domination of the Turk. Having so freed them, we
cannot honourably leave them till fresh authority has arisen
to control the disorderly elements that swarm in every
quarter of that land. That was our pledge to those who
have stood by us through good and ill.

We have cast out one unclean spirit; now, if we leave the
house empty, seven other spirits more wicked than the Turk
will enter in, and the last state of Mesopotamia will be
worse than the first.
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